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AP-NORC poll: 
Americans 
largely back 
Biden’s virus 
response 


By JULIE PACE and 

EMILY SWANSON 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Joe 
Biden is enjoying an early 
oresidential honeymoon, with 
60% of Americans approving 
of his job performance thus 
far and even more backing 
his handling of the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, according to a 
new poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research. 

At a moment of deep po- 
litical polarization in America, 
support for Biden’s pandemic 
resoonse extends across party 
lines. 





President Joe Biden congratulates NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory Mars 2020 Perseverance team for successfully landing on 


Mars during a virtual call in the Roosevelt Room at the White House, Thursday, March 4, 2021. 
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AP-NORC poll: Americans largely back Biden's virus response 


Continued from Front 


Overall, 70% of Americans 
back the Democratic presi- 
dent's handling of the virus 
response, including 44% of 
Republicans. 

Still, Biden faces more skep- 
ticism from Americans on 
the economy, which has 
been battered by the pan- 
demic. Fifty-five percent 
of Americans approve of 
Biden's approach to the 
economy thus far, and 63% 
say the U.S. economy is in 
poor shape, the AP-NORC 
survey shows. Republicans 
are also less likely to back 
Biden on the economy than 
they are on the pandemic, 
with just 17% supporting his 
fiscal stewardship. 

Less than two months into 
his presidency, Biden has 
made the pandemic his 
central focus, urging Ameri- 
cans to follow stringent so- 
cial distancing and mask 
guidelines and vowing to 
speed up distribution of crit- 
ical vaccines. He’s also ar- 
gued that until the spread 
of the virus is under control, 
the economy won't fully re- 
cover. 

To address financial short- 
falls in the meantime, he’s 
asking Congress to pass a 
$1.9 trillion pandemic res- 
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cue plan that would pro- 
vide direct payments to 
millions of Americans and 
surge funds into state and 
local governments. 

The measure has already 
passed the House. But 
Biden is having to make 
compromises to keep alll 
Democratic senators in 
support of the measure, 
including agreeing _ this 
week fo narrow eligibility 
for $1,400 stimulus checks. 
IN a concession to mod- 
erate Democratic sena- 
tors, Biden agreed that 
individuals making more 
than $80,000 annually and 





President Joe Biden congratulates 
Laboratory Mars 2020 Perseverance team for successfully 


landing on Mars during a virtual call in the Roosevelt Room at 
the White House, Thursday, March 4, 2021. 


NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
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couples making more than 
$160,000 won't receive 
any benefits. Biden’s origi- 
nal proposal extended the 
stimulus funds to Americans 
with higher annual wages. 
The administration — esti- 
mates that 158.5 million 
households will still receive 
checks under the Senate 
compromise. 

The prospect of a pan- 
demic relief bill is welcome 
news to John Villegas, 58, 
an Illinois Democrat who 
supports Biden's handling 
of both the virus resoonse 
and the economy. 

“With the closure of so 


many businesses, there are 
a lot of people suffering,” 
said Villegas, who called 
Biden's approach a “180 
degree shift” from his pre- 
decessor, Donald Trump. 

Trump argued that the U.S. 
economy couldn't afford 
the hit that came from en- 
acting restrictions on busi- 
ness and travel. The worst 
fears of Economists were 
averted as Republican-led 
states followed  Trump’s 
lead and resisted restric- 
tions, but COVID-19 cases 
skyrocketed. More than 
520,000 people have died 
in the United States from 
the virus over the past year. 
Despite their differing ap- 
proaches to managing the 
economy during the pan- 
demic, Biden’s approval 
ratings on the economy are 
similar to Trump's, whose 
handling of the economy 
since the virus took hold 
was consistently backed 
by about half of Ameri- 
cans. The key difference: 
That level of support made 
the economy — Trump’s 
strongest issue, while it’s a 
relative weakness for Biden 
compared with Americans’ 
views of his handling of the 
pandemic and other issues. 
In a reflection of the parti- 
sanship that continues to 


rage in the U.S., many Amer- 
icans’ views of the econo- 
my have flipped since the 
new president was inqugu- 
rated. In December, 67% of 
Republicans and just 15% of 
Democrats described the 
economy as good. Now, 
35% of Republicans and 
41% of Democrats describe 
the economy § positively. 
There’s been little change 
in overall growth or unem- 
ployment over that time. 
Biden's handling of the 
pandemic may well de- 
termine the course of his 
presidency and the politi- 
cal capital he has to pur- 
sue significant legislation 
on other matters. Demo- 
crats are working urgently 
to tee up bills addressing 
infrastructure investment, 
policing reforms and _ vot- 
ing rights. Biden has also 
vowed fo tackle climate 
change and build on the 
sprawling health insurance 
measure signed into law 
when he served as Barack 
Obama's vice president. 
His promises of action have 
garnered him solid approv- 
al ratings on some of those 
fronts. For example, about 
6 in 10 Americans say they 
approve of Biden’s han- 
dling of health care and 
race relations. L} 
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Trump, RNC clash over using his name 
in fundraising 


By JILL COLVIN 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Republican National Com- 
mittee is defending is right 
to use former President 
Donald Trump’s name in 
fundraising appeals after 
he demanded they put an 
end to the practice. 


committee “has every 
right to refer to public fig- 
ures as If engages in core, 
First Amendment-protect- 
ed political soeech” and 
said “it will continue to do 
sO in pursuit of these com- 
mon goals.” 

But he maintained that 
Trump had also “reaf- 


current use of his name in 
fundraising and other ma- 
terials, including for our 
Upcoming donor retreat 
event at Palm Beach at 
which we look forward to 
him participating.” 

Trump responded to the 
letter with a_ statement 
that put that agreement in 


Former President Donald Trump speaks at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference (CPAC), Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021, in 
Orlando, Fla. 


doubt. 

“No more money for RI- 
NOS,” or Republican in 
name only, he stated. LL) 


firmed” to the chair of the 
RNC, Ronna McDaniel, 
over the weekend “that 
he approves of the RNC's 


In a Monday letter to 
Trump attorney Alex Can- 
non, RNC chief counsel 


Associated Press J. Justin Riemer said the 
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Jimmy Carter says he’s sad, angry over Georgia voting bills 


By BILL BARROW 

The Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
President Jimmy Carter de- 
clared his opposition Tues- 
day to a slate of restrictive 
voting proposals moving 
through his native Geor- 
gia’s General Assembly, 
saying he is “disheartened, 
saddened and angry” over 
moves to “turn back the 
clock” on ballot access af- 
ter Democratic successes 
in 2020. 

Carter, a Democrat, said in 
a long statement that the 
Republican-backed _ pro- 
posals, which would end 
no-excuse absentee vot- 
ing, “appear to be rooted 
in partisan interests, not the 
interests of all Georgia vot- 
ers.’ The GOP push comes 
after Georgia favored Pres- 
ident Joe Biden in Novem- 
ber and elected two new 
U.S. senators in January, 
giving Democrats control 
of the U.S. Senate and ce- 
menting Georgia as a clear 
battleground. 

Carter, 96, alluded to false 
assertions by former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, saying 
the proposed restrictions 
“are reactions to allega- 
tions of fraud for which no 
evidence was produced 
—allegations that were, in 
fact, refuted through var- 
Ous audits, recounts, and 
other measures.” 

Georgia’s Republican leg- 
islative leaders insist their 
measures are necessary to 
restore public confidence 


Baptist Church in Plains, Ga. 


in the election, a position 
Carter dismissed. 

“AS our state legislators 
seek to turn back the clock 
through legislation that will 
restrict access to voting for 
many Georgians, | am dis- 
heartened, saddened, and 
angry,” Carter wrote. 
Carter’s statement came a 
day after the Georgia Sen- 
ate passed a sweeping bill 
that would sharply limit who 
could cast absentee bal- 
lots. More than 1 million vot- 
ers — or more than a fifth of 
the November electorate 
— used the no-excuse ab- 
sentee ballot process in the 
general election. 

That slice of the electorate 


In this Nov. 3, 2019, file photo, former President 
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tilted solidly to Biden but still 
included many Republican 
voters. Biden won Geor- 
gia’s 16 electoral votes by 
about 12,000 votes out of 5 
million cast. 

The senate measure 
passed on a party line vote 
with the minimum number 
required to clear the cham- 
ber. With scores of election 
bills pending, the Assembly 
almost certainly will have 
to settle the matter with a 
conference committee of 
reoresentatives and sena- 
tors who will be tasked with 
crafting a compromise bill 
to present both chambers. 
Gov. Brian Kemp, a Repub- 
lican, and his aides have 
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Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday school at Maranatha 
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been involved in some 
discussions with legislative 
leaders, but the governor 
has largely deferred pub- 
licly on the details. He has 
said he wants to add a 
voter identification require- 
ment to absentee voting, 
replacing the existing sig- 
nature match requirement 
used to verify voters’ identi- 
ties. 

Georgia is among the doz- 
ens of states where Repub- 
lican lawmakers are push- 
ing hundreds of bills that 
would make it harder to 
cast ballots than if was in 
2020. Many states expand- 
ed voting options in 2020 
because of the coronavi- 


rus pandemic, but many of 
the GOP-backed measures 
go beyond those changes 
to curtail longstanding vot- 
ing practices. For example, 
in Georgia, no-excuse ab- 
sentee voting was enacted 
under a 2005 law adopted 
by a Republican-controlled 
Assembly. Another propos- 
al would roll back Geor- 
gia’s automatic voter reg- 
istration law, forcing new 
voters to affirmatively opt in 
to registering to vote when 
they secure a driver license 
rather than having the op- 
tion to opt out of registering. 
Carter focused his criticisms 
mostly squarely on the pro- 
oosal To roll back absentee 
voting. He pushed back at 
some advocates of the leg- 
islation who have cited an 
elections security report he 
co-authored in 2005 with 
former Secretary of State 
James Baker, a Republi- 
can. 

“While our report noted 
a few good and bad ex- 
amples of vote-by-mail 
practices, its main recom- 
mendation was that further 
study of voting by mail was 
needed,” Carter wrote. But 
“in the 16 years since the 
report's release,” he contin- 
ved, “vote-by-mail practic- 
es have progressed signifi- 
cantly as new technologies 
have been developed. In 
light of these advances, | 
believe that voting by mail 
can be conducted in a 
manner that ensures elec- 
tion integrity.”L) 








WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court won't 
weigh in on the legality 
of a controversial Trump 
administration = immigra- 
tion policy after an agree- 
ment by the Biden admin- 
istration and states and 
groups challenging it. The 
agreement comes amid 
the Biden administration's 
reconsideration of the so- 
called public charge rule. 
It’s just the latest outgrowth 
of the Biden administra- 
tion's effort to Undo Trump 
administration immigration 
policies. The new adminis- 
tration recently dismissed 
high court appeals over 


former President Donald 
Trump's effort to deny 
funding to so-called sanc- 
tuary communities. 

The justices, at the admin- 
istration’s request, also put 
off cases they had agreed 
to hear over the funding of 
portions of the wall along 
the border with Mexico 
and the policy of forcing 
asylum seekers to wait in 
Mexico for their hearings 
The high court had in late 
February agreed to hear 
Qa Trump administration 
appeal of a lower court 
ruling against the public 
charge rule. The policy 
allows the denial of per- 


manent residency status 
to immigrants because of 
their use of food stamps, 
Medicaid, housing vouch- 
ers or other public benefits. 
The justices had agreed 
to hear the case even as 
President Joe Biden called 
for a “top-to-bottom” re- 
view of the rule. 

On Tuesday, however, the 
Biden administration with- 
drew the appeal, saying 
all parties involved agreed 
to dismiss the case. 

The immigrant groups that 
had been challenging 
the policy said that clears 
“the way at last for this 
Unlawful rule to no longer 


High court won't hear Trump immigration case after all 


This Nov. 4, 2020 file photo 
Washington. 


be enforced.” Previously, 
the Supreme Court had 
divided 5-4 over allowing 
the policy to take effect 
while the legal challenge 
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shows the Supreme Court in 
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continued. The legal chal- 
lenge involved New York, 
Connecticut, Vermont, 
New York City and several 
organizations.) 
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Hawaii lawmakers considering nation’s highest income tax 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii 
is considering overtaking 
California as the state with 
the highest income tax rate 
in the nation, under legis- 
lation slated for a vote this 
week. 

The Hawaii Senate was ex- 
oected to vote Tuesday 
on legislation that would 
impose a 16% tax on indi- 
viduals earning more than 
$200,000 a year, which 
would beat out California’s 
13.3% on those earning 
more than $1 million. 
Hawaii's proposed new 
rate would also outstrip 
the largest combined lo- 
cal and state tax rate in the 
nation, paid by the high- 
est income earners in New 
York City, which is currently 
12.7%. 

Hawaii has suffered a sharp 
decline in tax revenue as 
tourism has plummeted 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, prompting law- 
makers to search for new 
sources of income. 

The bill includes hikes to the 
capital gains tax, corpo- 
rate tax and taxes on high- 
end real estate sales. The 
senate Ways and Means 
Committee — unanimously 
oassed the measure last 
week. 

sen. Donovan Dela Cruz, 
the committee’s = chair- 
person, said Hawaii has 
a budget deficit and the 
governor has warned he 
may have to furlough gov- 
ernment workers. Dela Cruz 
said the state has deferred 
payments to funds for em- 
ployee pensions and other 


This March 1, 2019 file photo shows the Hawaii State Capitol in Honolulu. 


retiree benefits to keep 
government running. 

“We are in a dire situation 
and we are depending on 
our highest earners and 
those who are purchasing 
luxury homes to help us with 
this situation so that we can 
ensure that critical services 
go uninterrupted,” said 
Dela Cruz, a Democrat. 
The bill's prospects in the 
House were — uncertain. 
House lawmakers have 
passed their own legislation 
raising the capital gains tax. 
They are expected to vote 
Tuesday on allowing coun- 
ties to impose a surcharge 
on the state’s hotel tax. 
The state’s top income tax 
bracket is currently taxed 
11%, where it has been 


- 





since 2018. The 16% rate 
would expire after 2027 un- 
der the legislation. 

Dale Arthur Head, a re- 
tired Pearl Harbor Naval 
Shipyard worker who lives 
on Oahu, submitted writ- 
ten testimony saying many 
people have lost their jobs 
during the pandemic and 
those who have’ been 
blessed with more can af- 
ford “this modest increase.” 
Taxes on the wealthy have 
been declining for decades 
while social programs have 
been cut, he said. 

“It's not fair fo people to- 
wards the bottom,” Head 
said in an interview. 

Beth Giesting, the director 
of the Hawaii Budget and 
Policy Center, submitted 


Associated Press 


written testimony saying 
various deductions, ex- 
emptions and tax credits 
mean that Hawaii's million- 
aires currently pay an ef- 
fective tax rate of just 6.8%. 
The bill would increase the 
amount actually paid by 
those with high incomes, 
she said. 

Jared Walczak, the vice 
oresident for state projects 
at the Washington, D.C.- 
based Tax Foundation, an 
independent tax policy 
nonprofit, said 95% of busi- 
nesses around the country 
file taxes in this category 
and not in the corporate 
tax category. 

They're called “OdSS- 
through” businesses be- 
cause their income flows 


through to the income tax 
returns of their owners. Such 
businesses — for example 
partnerships, sole propri- 
etorshios and limited liabil- 
ity companies — employ 
40% of the nation’s workers, 
Walczak said. 

Hawaii businesses already 
have to pay an unusual 
levy called a general ex- 
cise tax. It’s similar fo a sales 
tax in that it’s imposed at 
the point of retail sale, but 
is also much broader — it 
taxes all business activity 
including wholesale and 
manufacturing. 

The highest income tax rate 
in the nation, combined 
with this general excise 
tax, would be a “significant 
double blow” for Hawaii 
businesses, Walczak said. 
“Hawaii leans heavily on 
the fact that it’s Hawaii: 
people want to live in Ha- 
wall, they want to vaca- 
tion in Hawaii. You can get 
away with higher taxes be- 
cause of that. It’s not unlim- 
ited, however. And some 
individuals and businesses 
will really struggle under ris- 
ing taxes cutting very much 
into their margins,” he said. 
Brad Nicolai, the president 
of JN Group, which has 26 
automobile and  motor- 
cycle franchises across Ha- 
wali, said Companies were 
just emerging from the 
pandemic and slowly trying 
to bring back employees. 
Labor is offen the highest 
variable cost for Hawaii 
companies and some busi- 
nesses will have to consider 
reducing their headcount 
if the tax hike goes into ef- 
fect, he said. L] 
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In this Jan. 13, 2020, file photo, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson 
speaks to reporters in Little Rock, Ark. 
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near-total abortion ban into law 


Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — Ar- 
kansas Gov. Asa Hutchin- 
son on Tuesday signed into 
law legislation banning 
nearly all abortions in the 
state, a sweeping mea- 
sure that supporters hope 
will force the U.S. Supreme 
Court to revisit its landmark 
Roe v. Wade decision but 
opponents vow to block 
before it takes effect later 
this year. The Republican 
governor had expressed 
reservations about the bill, 
which only allows the pro- 


cedure to save the life of 
the mother and does not 
provide exceptions for 
those impregnated by rape 
or incest. Arkansas is one 
of at least 14 states where 
legislators have proposed 
outright abortion bans 
this year. Hutchinson said 
he was signing the bill be- 
cause of Its “overwhelming 
legislative support and my 
sincere and long-held pro- 
life convictions.” The bans 
were pushed by Repub- 
licans who want to force 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 


revisit its 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision legalizing abortion 
nationwide. Conservatives 
believe the court is more 
open fo striking down the 
decision following former 
President Donald Trump's 
three appointments to 
the court. Hutchinson has 
signed several major abor- 
tion restrictions into law 
since taking office in 2015, 
but he had voiced con- 
cerns that this bill directly 
challenges Roe and about 
the lack of rape and incest 
exceptions.L] 
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By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — U.S. spe- 
cial envoy for climate John 
Kerry traveled to Brussels 
on Tuesday to relaunch 
trans-Atlantic cooperation 
with European officials in 
the wake of President Joe 
Biden’s decision to rejoin 
the global effort to curb cli- 
mate change. 

Like EU Commission Presi- 
dent Ursula von der Leyen, 
Biden has said that fighting 
global warming is among 
his highest priorities. Biden 
had the United States rejoin 
the Paris climate accord in 
the first hours of his presi- 
dency, undoing the USS. 
withdrawal ordered by pre- 
decessor Donald Trump. 
Kerry was welcomed by 
the EU Commission vice- 
president in charge of cli- 
mate action, Frans Timmer- 
mans, for discussions focus- 
ing on the next U.N. climate 
summit, taking place in 
Glasgow in November. He 
also held talks with von der 
Leyen and other EU officials 
during a weekly commis- 
sion meeting on trans-At- 
lantic climate action. 

Kerry insisted the partner- 
shio should “even be stron- 
ger now.” 

“We face an extraordinary 
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Kerry in Brussels to relaunch U.S.-E.U. cooperation on climate 





United States Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry speaks with the media prior to a 


meeting at EU headquarters in Brussels, Tuesday, March 9, 2021. 


crisis, because the science 
is screaming at us, the evi- 
dence grows by the year,” 
said Kerry, a former USS. 
Secretary of State. “Last 
year, again, hottest year 
in history. ... So this is a cri- 
sis, the climate crisis. But 
it's also a moment of the 
greatest opportunity that 
we've had since perhaps 
the industrial revolution.” 

The 2015 Paris climate 


change accord commits 
countries to put forward 
plans for reducing their 
emissions of greenhouse 
gases such as carbon diox- 
ide, which is released from 
burning fossil fuels. Europe- 
an Union leaders reached 
a hard-fought deal in De- 
cember to cut the bloc’s 
net greenhouse gas emis- 
sions by at least 55% by 
2030 compared with 1990 


Associated Press 


levels. 

The EU wants to be a leader 
in the fight against global 
warming and has pledged 
to reach climate neutrality 
by mid-century as part of 
its European Green Deadl 
action plan. The Biden ad- 
ministration has yet to an- 
nounce a new national 
2030 target for cutting U.S. 
fossil fuel emissions. 

“We have no better part- 


ners than our friends here 
in Europe and the EU, it is 
important for us to align 
ourselves now, which is 
what we will discuss today, 
because no one country 
can resolve this crisis,” Ker- 
ry said. “It will take every 
country.” 

Experts say any_ interna- 
tional efforts fo keep global 
warming well below 2 de- 
grees Celsius (3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit) — or ideally 1.5 
degrees C (2.7 degrees F) 
as agreed in the Paris ac- 
cord — would struggle with- 
out the contribution of US., 
the world’s second-biggest 
carbon emitter after China. 
Scientists say time is run- 
ning out to reach that goal 
because the world has al- 
ready warmed 1.2 degrees 
C (2.2 degrees F) since pre- 
industrial times. 

“Paris does not alone get 
the job done,” Kerry said. 
“The scientists tell us: This 
decade, 2020 to 2030, must 
be the decade of action.” 
In addition to the U.N. cli- 
mate summit in November, 
Kerry planned to discuss 
oreparations for a U.S.-host- 
ed climate leaders summit 
on April 22-23. Kerry was 
also set to meet with the 
bloc’s top diplomat, Josep 
Borrell. 


UAE minister: U.S. sanctions on Syria challenge rapprochement 


By ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) — Sweeping U.S. 
sanctions against the gov- 
ernment of Syrian President 
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Bashar Assad undermine 
regional rapprochement 
efforts that could help 
settle the Syrian conflict, 
the foreign minister of the 
United Arab Emirates said 
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In this June 9, 2019 file photo, United Arab Emirates Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan listens during a 
news conference in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 


Associated Press 


on Tuesday. 

In a joint press conference 
with his Russian counter- 
part in Abu Dhabi, Em- 
rati Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Na- 
hyan pushed for “joint ac- 
tion with Syria,” saying that 
the American economic 
pressure campaign “as it 
is today makes the matter 
difficult.” 

He further pushed for the 
reinstatement of war-torn 
Syria in the 22-member 
Arab League and noted 
the government and pri- 
vate sector “could play a 
role” in returning Syna “to 
normal” after years of ruin- 
OUS WOT. 

Sheikh Abdullah's remarks 
underscore shifting region- 
al dynamics as the 10-year 
anniversary of Syria’s civil 
war looms next week. The 


United Arab Emirates had 
supported the Syrian op- 
position during the early 
years of the war. 

But as the Syrian army re- 
captured most of the ter- 
ritory from the opposition, 
the UAE and other Arab 
countries made openings 
toward Assad’s govern- 
ment. In 2018, the UAE 
reopened its embassy in 
Damascus, for the first time 
since the start of an or- 
ganized Arab diplomatic 
boycott in 2011. 

Syria near-complete isola- 
tion has increased since 
the Trump administration 
In 2019 enacted legislation 
known as the Caesar Syria 
Civilian Protection Act. The 
sanctions, which U.S. of- 
ficials said aimed to hold 
“accountable fhe Assad 
regime for atrocities it has 


committed against its own 
people,” target Assad, his 
close circle of associates 
and family, senior security 
officials and troops as well 
as the Central Bank and 
any institutions believed to 
have played a role in the 
violence in the war in Syria. 
While Assad may have won 
the military war against his 
opponents with the help 
of backers Russia and Iran, 
he faces an even bigger 
challenge of governing 
while more than 80% of his 
people live in poverty. 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov did not 
elaborate on the Syrian 
conflict at the press con- 
ference beyond saying 
that Russia “supports a po- 
litical settlement” there, as 
well as in war-scarred Lib- 
ya and Yemen. Ll) 
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Split Cyprus defends razor wire to halt migrant crossovers 


By MENELAOS HADJICOSTIS 
Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
The government of ethni- 
cally split Cyprus came 
Under fire on Tuesday over 
a decision to lay razor wire 
along a section of a U.N. 
controlled buffer zone. 

It says the move Is need- 
ed to stem migrant inflows 
from the island’s break- 
away north, but critics say 
the plan is “ineffective” 
and only feeds the fear 
that partition will be ce- 
mented, amid a renewed 
oush to resume dormant 
peace Talks. 

Crews began laying the ra- 
zor wire on the southern side 
of the buffer zone some 30 
kilometers (19 miles) west of 
the capital, Nicosia, earlier 
this week. Critics, includ- 
ing the communist-rooted 
opposition party’ AKEL, 
said the move only leaves 
“huge question marks since 
it implies the delineation of 
borders and entrenching 
our homeland’s division.” 
Farmers authorized to culti- 
vate land inside the buffer 
zone initially voiced some 
concern over access to 
their plots, but the govern- 
ment said if would act to 
ease Access. 

Cyprus was split along eth- 
nic lines in 1974 when Tur- 
key invaded in the wake 


i? 


Two men cylce along a row of razor wire along the southern side of a U.N buffer zone that cuts 
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across the ethnically divided Cyprus, during sunset near village of Astromeritis, Tuesday, March 


9, 2021. 


of a coup by supporters of 
union with Greece. Turk- 
ish Cypriots in the island's 
northern third declared in- 
dependence nearly a de- 
cade later, but only Turkey 
recognizes It. Cyprus joined 
the European Union in 2004, 
but only the southern part, 
where the internationally 
recognized government is 
seated, enjoys full benefits. 
Cypriot government of- 
ficials say the country has 
the highest per-capita 


number of asylum appli- 
cations in the European 
Union. Most of those asy- 
lum-seekers cross G porous 
buffer zone after making 
their way to the north, of- 
ten by commercial flights. 
AKEL spokesman Stefanos 
StefanouU acknowledged 
Cyprus is having to deal 
with large migrant inflows 
but insisted that “methods 
implying borders between 
states” isn’t the way. 

“Nowhere in the world has 
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the migration issue been 
solved by erecting walls, 
fences or barbed wire,” 
said Stefanou. “These are 
(former U.S. President Don- 
ald) Trump’s ideas which 
this government is obvi- 
ously copying.” Other op- 
position parties chimed in 
to say the move was very 
badly timed since it gives 
fodder to the current Turk- 
ish Cypriot leadership and 
its patron Turkey which 
want to forgo an agreed- 


1K BYANA 





Upon federal framework to 
reunify Cyprus and strike a 
deal based on two equal 
states. Peace group Unite 
Cyprus Now tweeted that 
it expected authorities to 
“soend as much effort on 
reducing barriers as they 
do on building them.” 

The government defend- 
ed the move, saying that 
laying the razor wire Is 
fully in line with European 
Union regulations govern- 
ing movement across the 
buffer zone and that both 
the EU, U.N. and local au- 
thorities had been briefed 
beforehand. Government 
sookesman Kyriakos Koush- 
os said no “political or 
other message” could be 
derived from the move oth- 
er than to protect public 
safety and to obstruct “un- 
checked migrant inflows 
that Turkey feeds by de- 
sign, through our occupied 
areas.’ Cypriot government 
authorities have long ac- 
cused Ankara of actively 
encouraging migrants fo 
apply for asylum in the 
south in order to “change 
the island’s demographic 
character.” Koushos said 
contact between Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots isn’t im- 
oeded since people from 
either side of the divide 
cross along nine designat- 
ed crossing points. () 


Belgian police hit organized crime with hundreds of raids 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN and 
MIKE CORDER 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Belgian 
police made 48 arrests 
Tuesday during an opera- 
tion of unprecedented 
scale targeting organized 
crime, after investigators 
cracked an- encrypted 
communications network 
popular with = criminals, 
prosecutors said. 

About 200 searches mobi- 
izing more than 1,500 po- 
lice officers including spe- 
cial units were carried out 
simultaneously throughout 
the country of 11.5 mil- 
lion people, the federal 
prosecutors’ office said. 
Police seized 1.2 million 
euros ($1.4 million) in cash, 
alongside firearms, jewelry, 
diamonds, police uniforms 
and luxury cars. 


Meanwhile, Dutch police 
and prosecutors said in 
a statement that they ar- 
rested 30 suspects luesday 
throughout the country 


Gnd sedrehned’ 75 momes 
and offices. 

Belgian prosecutors said 
investigators cracked the 


encrypted messaging ser- 
vice Sky ECC and _ inter- 
cepted a billion messages 
during their two-year inves- 
tigation that also helped 
seize more than 17 tons of 
cocaine. 

According to the investi- 
gation, there are about 





In this Monday, March 23, 2020 file photo, shipping containers 
are offloaded in the Port of Antwerp, Belgium. 


Associated Press 


171,000 phones equipped 
with the Sky ECC service 
across the world. 

searches started at 
around 5 a.m. and mainly 
took place in the region 
of Antwerp. There were 
no major incidents, police 
said, adding that the op- 
eration dismantled several 
international organizations 
specialized in drug traffick- 
INg. 

With thousands of  ship- 
ping containers reaching 
Antwerp every day, the 
Belgian port city is one of 
Europe’s main entry ports 
for cocaine. 

Tratficking in the cily has 
led to a surge of violence 
recently, with gun battles 
and grenade attacks tak- 
ing place. 


Last year, authorities in 


Belgium and three other 
countries dismantled a 
drug trafficking network 
that shipped hundreds of 
millions of dollars’ worth of 
cocaine into Western Ev- 
rope. 

The investigation, which 
started when a container 
with 2.8 tons of cocaine 
was found in Antwerp, un- 
covered an international 
network with connections 
In at least four European 
countries and South Amer- 
ice? 

Dutch police and _ pros- 
ecutors seized 28 firearms 
in the port city of Roftter- 
dam. Earlier in the investi- 
gation, they intercepted 
thousands of kilograms 
(founds) of cocaine, hero- 
in and hashish, prosecutors 
said.L)} 
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By MAURICIO SAVARESE 
and DAVID BILLER 
Associated Press 

SAO PAULO (AP) — A top 
judge has thrown out both 
corruption convictions of 
former Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 
opening the way for a pos- 
sible battle against conser- 
vative incumbent Jair Bol- 
sonaro in next year’s elec- 
tions. 

Supreme Court Justice LUIZ 
Edson Fachin on Monday 
annulled the convictions 
on procedural grounds, 
arguing the cases were 
tried in the wrong jurisdic- 
tion. That means the ruling 
may not affect numerous 
other convictions of power- 
ful businessmen and politi- 
cians also swept up in the 
sorawling “Car Wash’ in- 
vestigations centered on 
the state-run oil giant Petro- 
bras. 

He said the case should 
be retried in the capital, 
though former prosecu- 
tor Deltan Dallagnol sug- 
gested on Twitter it may be 
too late for that because 
the statute of limitations for 
prosecution of the 75-year- 
old ex-leader could have 
expired. 

The government can ap- 
peal Fachin's ruling to the 
full court and da Silva still 
faces other prosecutions 
in Brasilia and Sao Paulo, 
though those are far from 
any final decision. 
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‘Lula’ convictions dismissed; could run again in Brazil 





Former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva delivers a message to supporters and the 


media on July 13, 2017 at the headquarters of the Workers’ Party in Sao Paulo. 


Da Silva, universally known 
as “Lula,” was wildly pop- 
Ular during his 2003-2010 
oresidency, when pov- 
erty fell as Brazil boomed, 
thanks in part to a com- 
modities prices. He left of- 
fice with an approval rating 
in the mid-80s. But his star 
dimmed in recent years as 
Brazil's economy slumped 
and corruption scandals 
involving the former lead- 
er and those around him 
gained traction. 

Even so, he was leading in 
the polls for the 2018 presi- 
dential race before the 


initial conviction ruled him 
out as a candidate. That 
opened the door for Bol- 
sonaro, a right-wing law- 
maker who won election 
with the image of an anti- 
corruption outsider. 
Bolsonaro quickly resoond- 
ed to the court ruling, call- 
ing the administration of da 
Silva's Workers’ Party “cata- 
strophic. | think the Brazilian 
people don’t even want a 
candidate like that in 2022, 
much less think about his 
possible election.” 

Analyst Thiago de Aragao, 
director of strategy at po- 
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litical consultancy Arko Ad- 
vice, said the pugnacious 
Bolsonaro may benefit from 
a ruling that could help gal- 
vanize his hardcore back- 
ers, who see the Supreme 
Court as an enemy due To 
several rulings against the 
administration. 

As news of the ruling broke, 
chants of “Lula livre!” — 
“Lula free!” — and record- 
ings of jingles from his presi- 
dential campaigns echoed 
from windows in some cit- 
ies. There were also cries of 
“Bolsonaro Out!” 

Political consultant Thomas 


Traumann, who worked in 
the administration of da 
Silva's protege and suc- 
cessor, Dilma Rousseff, said 
the annulment of da Silva’s 
conviction gives new life to 
the Workers’ Party in which 
he remains the dominant 
figure. 

He also projected that 
Qa polarizing campaign 
against Bolsonaro would 
make it tough for other ri- 
vals. 

“These two will take a lot 
of room from any third-way 
candidate. They are two 
names with nationwide 
recognition, very’ clear 
projects, and allowing little 
space for any other bidders 
to thrive,” Traumann said. 
“The election Is only in Oc- 
tober of next year, but It is 
fair fo say that today kicks 
off a lot of the process.” 

Da Silva was sentenced to 
12 years and seven months 
for allegedly receiving an 
apartment worth about $1 
million as a bribe from con- 
struction company OAS. 
Da Silva has always denied 
ownershio of the apart- 
ment. Another conviction 
involved his alleged owner- 
ship of a ranch in Atibaia, 
outside Sao Paulo. 
Da Silva was released from 
prison in November 2019 
due to a decision of the 
country’s top court that a 
person can be imprisoned 
only after all aqopeals have 
been exhausted. )} 


Death toll from explosions in Equatorial Guinea rises to 98 


By CARLEY PETESCH 
Associated Press 
DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — 


The death toll from a se- 
ries of explosions at a miili- 
tary barracks in Equatorial 





This TVGE image made from video shows smoke rising over 
the blast site at a military barracks in Bata, Equatorial Guinea, 
Sunday, March 7, 2021. 
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Guinea rose by dozens to 
at least 98 killed after more 
bodies were recovered, 
the government said Tues- 
day. The blasts on Sunday 
in the Mondong Nkuan- 
toma neighborhood of 
the coastal city of Bata 
also wounded at least 615 
people, authorities said. 
The government said that 
316 of the injured have 
been discharged and 299 
remain in care in various 
hospitals in the city. 

More than 60 people were 
also rescued from under 
the rubble by the civil pro- 
tection corps and fire ser- 
vice, the government said. 
President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema said the govern- 


ment will hold an emer- 
gency meeting to look into 
how victims can quickly 
receive aid from Equato- 
rial Guinea before interna- 
tional aid arrives. 
Investigations into the blast 
have begun, he said in a 
Tuesday statement. 

The president initially the 
explosion was due to the 
“negligent handling’ of 
dynamite” in the military 
barracks and the impact 
damaged almost all the 
homes and buildings in 
Bata. The vice president, 
who is also charged with 
defense and security, Te- 
odoro Nguema Obiang 
Mangue, said Tuesday 
that investigations so far 


showed the fire may have 
begun when a farmer set 
fire to his plot to prepare it 
for food production and a 
breeze spread the flames 
to the nearby barracks 
where the — high-caliber 
ammunition was stored. 
Images shown on state TV 
showed plumes of smoke 
rising above the explosion 
site as crowds fled. 
Roofs of houses 
ripped off. 
Equatorial Guinea, an oil- 
rich West African country 
of 1.3 million people lo- 
cated south of Cameroon, 
was a colony of Spain until 
it gained its independence 
in 1968. Bata has roughly 
175,000 inhabitants.) 
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AHATA: February’s occupancy was 70% lower than a year ago 


ORANJESTAD — The Aruba Hotel & Tourism Association has published the 
latest hotel performance data reporting that in February 2021 Aruba ho- 
tels experienced a 27.9% occupancy rate. 


JANUARY 2021: 

e Occupancy: The occupancy rate was 27.9%, which is 68.8% lower 
than the occupancy a year ago. 

e ADR: The average daily rate (for occupied rooms) decreased by 
23.7% Compared to last year, to $294.63. 

e RevPAR: The revenue per available room dropped by 76.2% to $82.20. 


OCCUPANCY FORECAST: 


Recovery vs 
Occupancy i! 





TIMESHARE 
AHATA’s Timeshare properties 
experienced the same OccCu- 
pancy as the last 2 months, at 
a 58% rate, and project an av- 
erage occupancy of 60% for 
=e March 2021. 
=i “i, 
f AHATA member hotels: Am- 
ay, ™- sterdam Manor Beach Resort, 
. ' Barcelo Aruba, Boardwalk Bou- 
: tique Hotel, Brickell Bay Beach 
Club, Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort, Courtyard by Marriott, Divi & Tamarijn All-inclusive, Eagle Aruba 
Resort, Holiday Inn Resort Aruba, Hyatt Regency Aruba, Hyatt Place Aru- 
ba Airoort, Manchebo Beach Resort, Marriott Aruba & Stellaris Casino, 
Paradera Park, Renaissance Aruba Resort, The Ritz-Carlton Aruba, RIU 
Palace Aruba, RIU Palace Antillas, Talk of the Town Hotel. 


Cie | 





AHATA member timeshares: Divi Aruba Phoenix, Divi Dutch Village, Divi 
Village Golf, La Cabana, Marriott Ocean Club, Marriott Surf Club.) 





Level of international reserves strengthened during 2020 


ORANJESTAD — During its meeting of January 28, 2021 and after reviewing 
the most recent economic and monetary data, the Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) of the Centrale Bank van Aruba (CBA) decided to 
keep the reserve requirement at 7.0 percent. The reserve requirement 
refers to the minimum amount of reserves that commercial banks must 
hold at the CBA and is equal to 7.0 percent of their liabilities with a 
maturity less than 2 years. The following information and analysis were 
considered in reaching this decision. 


International reserves 

International reserves (including revaluation differences of gold and 
foreign exchange holdings), up to and including December 31, 2020, 
strengthened by Afl. 428.6 million compared to the end of December 
2019. This expansion was the result of a sharp drop in imports due to 
reduced tourist and domestic demand, external financing received 
by the government, the foreign exchange measures taken by the 
CBA, and a revaluation of the gold holdings of the CBA following an 
increase in the market price of gold on the international market. Official 
reserves increased by Afl. 423.1 million. Consequently, the official and 
international reserves grew to, respectively, Afl. 2,207.9 million and Afi. 
2,356.6 million as of the end of December 2020. Accordingly, the level of 
reserves remained adequate when benchmarked against the current 
account payments and the ARA metric by the IMF. 

Figure 1: Reserves 


Officlal- and iniemational reserves inckeding revalustinn 
en AF eee: 
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Credit developments 

In December 2020, total credit declined by Afl. 50.6 million or 1.3 percent, 
when compared to the end of 2019. This was mainly driven by the 
category ‘other’, which recorded a contraction of Afl. 59.2 million (-10.3 
percent), as government bonds held by the commercial banks expired. 
Contrarily, the component ‘loans to individuals’ contributed positively 
to total credit (+Afl. 18.6 million/+1.0 percent), Pushed Up by housing 
mortgages. The category ‘business loans’ decreased by Afl. 10.1 million 
(-O.7 percent), the result of contractions in current account loans. 


Inflation 

The CPI was 2.7 percent lower in November 2020, compared to the 
corresponding month a year earlier (Figure 2). This was mainly attributed 
to lower prices for gasoline and a reduction in electricity tariffs. The 
12-month average inflation rate reached -0.8 percent in November 
2020, down from the peak of 4.3 percent reached in June 2019. When 
excluding energy and food, the 12-month average core inflation rate 
stood at 0.4 percent in November 2020. 








Inflation 
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Figure 2: Inflation 


Prudential liquidity 

The prudential liquidity of Commercial banks (33.0 percent), which 
measures the amount of their liquid assets to their total net assets, 
remained at a comfortable level in November 2020, far above the 
minimum required prudential liquidity ratio (15.0 percent).) 
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MONDAY MADNESS AND BINGO ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 

THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins 
Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 


Coming Soon: The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 









_— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 


S100 fin 
Every Wednesday | 10am to 10:30pm 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 














Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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Monuments of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — Since 1996, 
‘Stichting Monumenten- 
fonds Aruba’ (Monuments 
Fund Aruba) has primar- 
ily been involved in the 
funding of restoration and 
maintenance of protected 
monuments, and has been 
the financial institution in 
the field of heritage con- 
servation. The fund owns 
15 monuments, out of the 
36 protected monuments 
in the island, but there are 
over 300 more monuments 
on the list to be protected. 
A well-known _ historical 
monument is the Bushiriba- 
na Goldmill. 


Between 1814 to 1915 
there were different com- 
panies looking for gold on 
Aruba. This ruin was built in 
1872 at Bushiribana by the 
Aruba Island Gold Mining 
Company, with the help 
of masons from Curacao 
and Aruba. A very well- 
known Aruban mason of 
that time was Alexander 
Donati. A wooden crane 


was built to help tilt the big 
heavy stones. The building 
served as a gold smelter 
from 1872 to 1899. Here 
were millions of pounds of 
gold processed during the 
gold rush of the nineteenth 
century in Aruba. After the 
Aruba Island Gold Mining 
Company left, came the 
gold smelter in the hands 
of other gold mining com- 
panies. A total of 200-300 
miners worked here. There 
were several buildings in 
this area during that time 
including an administration 
office and houses for the 
miners. The last company 
that used this gold smelter 
was the Aruba Gold Con- 
cession Ltd. It left Bushiriba- 
na in 1899. 


For more information check 
out their Facebook page 
stichting monumenten 
fonds aruba or their web- 
site http://www.monumen- 
tenfondsaruba.com.L} 


Source: Monumentsfunds 
Aruba and Mr. Dufi Kock 
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Sholom Hair & Noils Bor, MAGHET — Perfume, Jewelry & Coumatics 











Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is 
eae Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a special way to keep your 
best moments alivee Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Soeed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our web- 
site, Instagram and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today we received an extraordinary 
story from Chris and Jay Little from At- 
lanta. They wrote: 











“Aruba to me is the people . There 
are so many faces and names we 
get to know while we visit Aruba 
every time and they all greet us 
with kindness and ability to offer 
an experience like none other.) 
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The Kitchen Table enters sixth year of gastronomic success on NEW location: 
A very fine culinary journey of Caribbean and Peruvian fusion cuisine 


EAGLE BEACH — The Kitchen Ta- 
ble is an elegant, classy, intimate, 
high-quality restaurant with an 
exceptional dining set-up. Dining 
here is an experience, a kind of sit- 
ting- at your- best- friend’s or fam- 
ily’s kitchen table where you feel 
and taste that the food contains 
love. Are you looking for some- 
thing different, an ecstatic foody 
trip, than this is where you need to 


go. 


The 7-8 course gastronomic jour- 
ney will start with sparkling wine 
at the patio of The Kitchen Table’s 
new location at Paradise Beach 
Villas as of 6.45PM. Around 7.00PM 
guests will be guided for a memo- 
rable dinner on the second floor of 
the other popular restaurant Asi Es 
Mi Peru. The dining concept reflects 
extraordinary, elegant and exqui- 
site dishes from the Caribbean, Pe- 
ruvian fusion and international cul- 
sine created by the owners, Chef 
David Lizano and his team. To pair 
the perfect wines three somme}liers 
were Invited to make the selection. 
The interior of the restaurant is if you 
were in an elegant establishment 
in Lima, the capital city of Peru. 
You feel elevated in the top of the 
building where dinner takes place 
in an intimate setting. The typical, 
colorful Peruvian fabrics dress the 
celling while the large windows 
dignify the room. There are only 16 
seats available creating an intima- 
cy underlined by the owner’s per- 















Authentic Peruvian Food & More 


sonal attention. “This is an amazing 
experience,” says Robert J. Gior- 
danella from New York. “The food 
is truly divine,” shares a local guest. 
An evening at The Kitchen Table 
will be noted as unforgettable in 
your book of vacation memories, 
as it stands out from the regular is- 
land dinners. 


It is all about consistency 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Sall- 
nas and her husband Jan van Nes 
are the secret formula behind The 
Kitchen Table’s success. The Ccou- 
ple takes a personal approach to 
what they do, this is not about run- 
ning a business as usual. This is more 
about making you feel welcomed 
home, as well as being pampered. 
They bring top hospitality, experi- 
ence and authenticity to the table. 
Within this gourmet dinner concept 
the two blended the Peruvian culi- 
nary art of Roxanna’s top kitchen 
team and Jan’s expertise from The 
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Kitchen Table. The result is one big 
trio of delight, indulge and tickling 
of your taste buds. The Kitchen Ta- 
ble welcomes you with open arms 
every Tuesday fo Saturday. 


Peruvian touch 
In the last ten years, Peru has been 


T= DAY 


ie 





= krtchen labic 


eB 


recognized as one of the world’s 
best culinary destinations, and for 
seven consecutive years, the South 
American country has won the 
award for the Best Culinary desti- 
nation at the Worlds Travel Awards. 
Biodiversity combined multicultur- 
alism are the reasons why Peru Is so 
rich in gastronomy. You can travel 
through the last 500 years, touch 
a mix of cultures whenever you 
taste authentic Peruvian cuisine. 
The Kitchen Table brings this epi- 
curean delicacies to Aruba paired 
perfectly with the best wines and 
they will make you understand why 
Peru Is at the height of today’s gas- 
tronomy. 


The Kitchen Table is open from 
Tuesday to Saturday. Have a peak 
on their website www.thekitchent- 
ableinaruba.com or call them at 
+297-280 7117...) 
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Microsoft server hack has victims hustling to stop intruders 


By FRANK BAJAK, ERIC 
TUCKER and MATT O'BRIEN 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Victims of 
a massive global hack of 
Microsoft email server soft- 
ware estimated in the tens 
of thousands by cyberse- 
curity resoonders hustled 
Monday to shore up infect- 
ed systems and try to dimin- 
ish chances that intruders 
might steal data or hobble 
their networks. 

The White House has called 
the hack an “active threat” 
and said senior national 
security officials were ad- 
dressing It. 

The breach was discovered 
in early January and attrib- 
uted to Chinese cyber spies 
targeting U.S. policy think 
tanks. Then in late February, 
five days before Microsoft 
issued a patch on March 2, 
there was an explosion of 
infiltrations by other intrud- 
ers, piggybacking on the 
initial breach. Victims run 
the spectrum of organiza- 
tions that run email servers, 
from mom-and-pop retail- 
ers to law firms, municipal 
governments, healthcare 
oroviders and manufactur- 
ers. 

While the hack doesn’t 
pose the kind of national 
security threat as the more 
sophisticated  SolarWinds 
campaign, which the Biden 
administration blames on 
Russian intelligence  offi- 
cers, if can be an existential 
threat for victims who didn't 
install the patch in time and 
now have hackers lingering 
in their systems. The hack 
poses a new challenge for 
the White House, which 
even as it prepares to re- 
soond to the SolarWinds 
breach, must now grapple 
with a formidable and very 
different threat from China. 
“| would say it’s a serious 
economic security threat 
because so many small 
companies out there can 
literally have their busi- 
ness destroyed through a 
targeted ransomware at- 
tack,” said Dmitri Alpero- 
vitch, former chief techni- 
cal officer of the cyberse- 
curity firm CrowdsStrike. 

He blames China for the 
global wave of infections 
that began Feb. 26, though 
other researchers say it’s 
too early to confidently at- 





In this Nov. 10, 2016, file photo, people walk past a Microsoft office in New York. 


tribute them. It’s a mystery 
how those hackers got 
wind of the initial breach 
because no one knew 
about this except a few re- 
searchers, Aloerovitch said. 
After the patch was re- 
leased, a third wave of in- 
fections began, a piling on 
that typically occurs in such 
cases because Microsoft 
dominates the software 
market and offers a single 
point of attack. 
Cybersecurity analysts try- 
ing to pull together a com- 
plete picture of the hack 
said their analyses concur 
with the figure of 30,000 U.S. 
victims published Friday by 
cybersecurity blogger Bri- 
an Krebs. Alperovitch said 
about 250,000 global vic- 
tims has been estimated. 
Microsoft has declined to 
say how many customers It 
believes are infected. 
David Kennedy, CEO of cy- 
bersecurity firm TrustedSec, 
said hundreds of thousands 
of organizations could 
have been vulnerable to 
the hack. 

“Anybody that had Ex- 
change installed was po- 
tentially vulnerable,” he 
said. “It's not every single 
one but it’s a large per- 
centage of them.” 

Katie Nickels, director of 
intelligence at the cyber- 


security firm Red Canary, 
warned _ that ___ installing 
patches won't be enough 
to protect those already in- 
fected. “If you patch today 
that is going to protect you 
going forward but if the 
adversaries are already in 
your system then you need 
to take care of that,” she 
said. 

A smaller number of orga- 
nizations were targeted in 
the initial intrusion by hack- 
ers who grabbed data, 
stole credentials or ex- 
plored inside networks and 
left backdoors at universi- 
ties, defense contractors, 
law firms and_ infectious- 
disease research centers, 
researchers said. Among 
those Kennedy has been 
working with are manvu- 
facturers worried about 
intellectual property theft, 
hospitals, financial  institu- 
tions and managed service 
providers who host multiple 
company networks. 

“On the scale of one to 10, 
this is a 20,” Kennedy said. 
“It was essentially a_skel- 
eton key to open up any 
company that had this Mi- 
crosoft product installed.” 
Asked for comment, the 
Chinese embassy in Wash- 
ington pointed to remarks 
last week from Foreign Min- 
istry spokesperson Wang 


Associated Press 


Wenbin saying that China 
“firmly Opposes and com- 
bats cyber attacks and cy- 
ber theft in all forms” and 
cautioning that attribution 
of cyberattacks should be 
based on evidence and 
not “groundless accusa- 
tions.” 

The hack did not affect the 
cloud-based Microsoft 365 
email and collaboration 
systems favored by Fortune 
500 companies and other 
organizations that can af- 
ford quality security. That 
highlights what some _ in 
the industry lament as two 
computing classes the se- 
curity “haves” and “have- 
nots.” 

Ben Read, director of anal- 
ysis at Mandiant, said the 
cybersecurity firm has not 
seen anyone leverage the 
hack for financial gain, “but 
for folks out there who are 
affected time is of the es- 
sence in terms of of patch- 
ing this issue.” 

That is easier said than 
done for many victims. 
Many have skeleton IT staff 
and can't afford an emer- 
gency cybersecurity re- 
soonse — not to mention 
the complications of the 
pandemic. 

Fixing the problem isn’t as 
simple as clicking an up- 
date button on a com- 


outer screen. If requires Up- 
grading an organization's 
entire so-called “Active Di- 
rectory,” which catalogues 
email users and their re- 
spective privileges. 

“Taking down your e-mail 
server is not something you 
do lightly,” said Alperovitch, 
who chairs the nonprofit Sil- 
verado Policy Accelerator 
think tank. 

Tony Cole of Attivo Net- 
works said the huge num- 
ber of potential victims 
creates a perfect “smoke- 
screen” for nation-state 
hackers to hide a much 
smaller list of intended tar- 
gets by tying up already 
overstretched cybersecu- 
rity officials. “There’s not 
enough incident response 
teams to handle all of this.” 
Many experts were sur- 
orised and perplexed at 
how groups rushed to in- 
fect server installations just 
ahead of Microsoft's patch 
release. Kennedy, of Trust- 
edSec, said it took Micro- 
soft too long to get a patch 
out, though he does not 
think if should have notified 
people about it before the 
patch was ready. 

Steven Adair of the cyber- 
security firm Volexity, which 
alerted Microsoft to the 
initial intrusion, described 
a “mass, indiscriminate ex- 
ploitation” that began the 
weekend before the patch 
was released and included 
groups from “many differ- 
ent countries, (including) 
criminal actors.” 

The Cybersecurity — Infra- 
structure and Security 
Agency issued an urgent 
alert on the hack last 
Wednesday and National 
Security Adviser Jake Sulli- 
van tweeted about it Thurs- 
day evening. 

But the White House has yet 
to announce any specific 
initiative for resoonding.L) 
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Study: Chinook salmon are key to Northwest orcas all year 


By GENE JOHNSON 

SEATTLE (AP) — For more 
than a decade, Brad Han- 
son and other research- 
ers have tailed the Pacific 
Northwest’s endangered 
killer whales in a hard-sid- 
ed inflatable boat, lean- 
ing over the edge with a 
standard pool skimmer to 
collect clues to their diet: 
bits of orca poop floating 
on the water, or fish scales 
sparkling just below the sur- 
face. 

Their work established years 
ago that the whales de- 
pend heavily on depleted 
runs of Chinook, the larg- 
est and fattiest of Pacific 
salmon species, when they 
forage in the summer in 
the inland waters between 
Washington state and Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

But a new paper from 
Hanson and others at the 
NOAA Fisheries Northwest 
Fisheries Science Center 
provides the first real look 
at what the whales eat the 
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San Juan Islands shows scientists looking for clues about the diet of the Pacific Northwest's 
endangered orcas using a pool skimmer to collect the scales or other remains of salmon the 


whales had eaten. 


rest of the year, when they 
cruise the outer Pacific 


Coast data that reaffirms 
the central importance 
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of Chinook to the whales 
and the importance of re- 
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covering Chinook popula- 
tions to save the beloved 
mammals. By analyzing the 
DNA of orca feces as well 
as salmon scales and other 
remains after the whales 
have devoured the fish, the 
researchers demonstrated 
that the while the whales 
sometimes eat other spe- 
cies, including halibut, ling- 
cod and steelhead, they 
depend most on Chinook. 
And they consumed the 
big salmon from a wide 
range of sources’ from 
those that spawn in Califor- 
nia’s Sacramento River alll 
the way to the Taku River in 
northern British Columbia. 
“Having the data in hand 
that they’re taking fish from 
this huge swath of water- 
shed across western North 
America was pretty amaz- 
ing,” Hanson, the study’s 
lead researcher, — said 
Wednesday. 

“We have to have hard 
data on what these whales 
are actually doing.”L) 





Heads up: Some sea slugs grow 
new bodies after decapitation 


By SETH BORENSTEIN and 
MAYUKO ONO 
Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — Scientists 
have discovered the ulti- 
mate case of regenera- 
tion: Some decapitated 


sea slugs can regrow hearts 
and whole new bodies. 

This “wonder of nature,” re- 
ported in a biology journal 








on Monday, could even- 
tually help scientists better 
Understand and tackle re- 
generation of human tis- 
sue. 

Biology researcher Sayaka 
Mitoh said she loves study- 
ing Japanese sea slugs be- 
cause they are small, cute 
and weird. They can even 
briefly photosynthesize like 


a plant drawing food from 
the sun. 

One day in the lab, she 
saw something bizarre: A 
sea slug had decapitated 
itself and the head kept on 
moving and living. Then a 
couple more did the same, 
according to a study in 
Current Biology. 

So the doctoral student 
and Nara Women's Uni- 
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This undated photo provided by Sayaka Mitoh shows a Elysia cf. 
marginata sea slug after autotomy. 
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versity aquatic ecology 
orofessor Yoichi Yusa tried 
it themselves, cutting the 
heads off 16 sea slugs. Six 
of the creatures started 
regeneration, with three 
succeeding and surviving. 
One of the three even lost 
and regrew its body twice. 
Two different species of 
Japanese sea slugs did this 
regeneration trick. 

Other creatures can cast 
off body parts when neead- 
ed, like when some. liz- 
ards drop their tails to get 
away from a predator, in 
a biological phenomenon 
called autotomy. 

“We think that this is the 
most extreme case of du- 
totomy,’’ Yusa said. LJ 
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Le Vent Condo 
3 BR 2 Bath full furnish 


ground floor across the eagle 


beach 

$650 K 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Tierra Del Sol Golf 

2 BR, 2 1/2 bath 

full furnish Ocean View 
with garage 

Price : $450 K 

Call;(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Gold Coast 

2 BR, 2Bath 

full furnish 

Price: $310K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1BR WK 11 Room # 731 
32 weeks remain 

Price :$14 K 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK 8 Room #4117 
26 weeks remain $9000 

1 BR WK #9 Room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $8000 
Call :(297)630-1307 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 12 and 13 
room # 2160 Ground floor 
32/33 weeks remain 

$9K each week 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

Studio WK # 5,6,7,8,9 
room # 2350 

36 weeks remain each 
Price $ 9K each 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

2BR WK # 13 Room # 3512 
Building C elevator 

28 weeks remain NON Manda- 
tory 

Expiration Date :2036 

Price :$15K 
Call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village 

1 BR WK #8 Room ¢ 14 

6 weeks remain $5K 

1 BR WK #9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $7 K 
Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Dutch Village 

Studio WK # 10 Room # 123 
16 Full accelerated EXP:2026 
1 BR WK # 10 Room #14 

10 Full accelerated EXP:2028 
Price :$§ 6 K each 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum Season 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $16 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
3 BR Ocean View $ 30 K 
Call: (297) 630-1307 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum Season 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 
Call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For All Time Share Owners 
on the Islands of Aruba 
Halley Time Travel Aruba 

* Free Listings 

*Free Appraisal 

“Transfer All Legal documents 
* 36 Years Experience 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Time Share Resales + Realty i 


! Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
| For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 


LIKE US ON 


facebook. 


Facebook.com /arubatoday/ 





La Cabana Beach and Casino 
1 BR WK # 11 and 12 room # 
414A 

Pool/ Ocean View 

Sunday Check In 

Price : $8500 each 

Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Rent 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR, 2 Bath sleep 4 

Date : 20 March to 3 April 2021 
Price $1350 each week 

Call :011-297 -6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (1 7kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront 526k 
Oceanside $16,500 
Oceanview $15,500 
3BEDROOM $285k 

FWEK. 451 GVW S39k 

FWRK. 452 OV 549k 

* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 514k 

2B Oceanside 58k 

GV 56k OV S7k 
3BEDROOM S13k 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM Season 

>? Bed OV 316500 

7B OF $326k 

IB OV S9k 

S* Desiintion Ponts +9 per 
pont 

COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $514k 
#BOV 59k 

| Bed $4k 

IB OF 39k 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 Linit#s 220 and 
Unit 41 2BC $6500 each week 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 and week 29 

Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

2 bedroom 

weeks 10 and 1] ground floor 

Week IO expires 2038 

Week Il expires 20357 


We Need Sellers!!! 


Costa Linda & Plava Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 


We are the #1 


Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BLY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property, 





Contact: 

michelle@conciergerealty.com 
688-868-2204 Ext 109 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www facebook .com/qroups/MamottArubaSurt 
www facebook .com/groups/MamottAnioa'Ocean 


HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Malala takes her patent to the small screen with Apple 


By BROOKE LEFFERTS 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Malala 
Yousafzal is a Nobel lavu- 
reate known around the 
world for her activism, but 
she’s also a cartoon fan, 
and is taking her love of 
television and film to Apple 
TV +. 

Yousaftzal, 23, who gradu- 
ated from Oxford last June, 
announced Monday that 
she has partnered with 
Apple in a multi-year deal 
to develop dramas, docu- 
mentaries, Comedies, ani- 
mation and series for kids. 
Yousatzal was the youngest 
winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, in 2014, for working to 
orotect children from slav- 
ery, extremism and child 
labor. In her home coun- 
try, Pakistan, she was oOut- 
spoken in insisting that girls 
have a right fo an educa- 
tion. She was shot in the 
head by a Taliban gunman 
while riding a school bus at 
age 15. She recovered and 
went on to fight against 
girls’ oppression worldwide. 
IN an interview with The As- 
sociated Press, Yousafzai 
talked about her love of 
cartoons as an escape, 
how she stays hopeful in 





Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani Nobel Peace Prize winner, appears 
at the Cricket World Cup opening party along The Mall in 


London, on May 29, 2019. 


a sometimes bleak world, 
and how she will mark Mon- 
day's International Wom- 
en's Day. 

This interview has been ed- 
ited for clarity and brevity. 
AP: Your new deal with Ap- 
ple includes comedy and 
animated shows. Are you a 
comedy fan? 


Associated Press 


YOUSAFZAI: In my_ child- 
hood, if was Cartoon Net- 
work and, you know, see- 
ing “Tom and Jerry,” “Cour- 
age,” “Scooby Doo” and all 
of those TV cartoon shows. 
When you are a child and 
especially when terrorism 
started to know that there Is 
sort of this world in cartoons 


where you can escape 
from the reality around you 
and just giggle and laugh 
and just entertain yourself. 
You know, | have been 
watching comedy movies 
from Bollywood to Holly- 
wood, and 1am a big fan 
of animation as well. | have 
not missed a single anima- 
tion movie. It just keeps you 
engaged and entertained 
and also gives you very 
beautiful messages. 

AP: You'll also be devel- 
oping documentaries and 
maybe covering your world 
travels to help girls? 
YOUSAFZAI: | definitely 
want to do documentaries 
and non-scrioted shows, 
and If will cover a lot hope- 
fully my own journey as 
well and the incredible girls 
that | meet.... BuT there’s so 
much more to explore and 
to learn. I’m excited. You 
know, I’m still at the stage 
where I’m exploring ideas. | 
can fell you that there are 
sO many incredible ideas 
and it’s so difficult to pick 
and choose one. 

AP: A stat on your website 
suggests It will take 100 years 
until all girls have access to 
education. Sometimes the 
news Is so dark, how do you 


maintain hope? 
YOUSAFZAI: | think when 
you raise your voice, it can 
have an impact and it can 
bring change. What will 
make me pessimistic is if 
we don't do anything. So 
as long as we keep doing 
our part, there is optimism, 
there is hope. | think it’s 
just the silence that keeps 
things going as they are. 
AP: How are you going fo 


mark International Wom- 
en's Day? 
YOUSAFZAI: We need to 


just take a bit of a break 
and celebrate the accom- 
plisnaments that women 
have made. And I'm not 
just talking about historical 
figures and activist women 
we need to applaud them 
and appreciate them. But 
US as Individuals, who are in 
school, in colleges studying, 
or parents who are coping 
with COVID and being at 
home and managing their 
kids and also doing work 
and managing these Zoom 
calls and everything. So 
to all the women who Just 
coped especially last year, 
you know’ take a break 
and be proud of yourself. 
You have done an incred- 
ible job.) 


Piers Morgan quits talk show after comments about Meghan 





In this Friday, Oct. 25, 2019 file photo, Piers Morgan arrives at 
the BAFTA Los Angeles Britannia Awards at the Beverly Hilton 


Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


By SYLVIA HUI 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — British talk 
show host Piers Morgan on 
Tuesday quit “Good Morn- 
ing Britain” after making 
contentious comments 
about Meghan following 
her bombshell interview 
about the royal family. 

The U.K.’s media watch- 


Associated Press 


dog said earlier Tuesday 
that it was launching an 
investigation into the show 
under its harm and offense 
rules after receiving more 
than 41,000 complaints 
about Morgan's com- 
ments about the Duchess 
of Sussex. 

Morgan's departure was 
announced shortly after 


Buckingham Palace issued 
a statement saying allega- 
tions of racism made by 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
during an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey were “con- 
cerning.” 

In the interview, which 
aired in the U.S. on Sun- 
day night and then in the 
U.K. on Monday evening, 
Meghan spoke about how 
she “didn’'twant to be alive 
anymore” as she struggled 
to fit in with the monarchy. 
She also alleged that she 
faced racist attitudes from 
Buckingham Palace and 
the U.K. media, and that 
her requests for helo were 
rejected. 

Morgan, 55, said Monday 
on “Good Morning Britain” 
during a discussion about 
Meghan’s revelations that 
“I'm sorry, | don’t believe a 
word she says. 

“| wouldn't believe her if 
she read me a weather re- 


port.” 

Morgan added she had 
sparked an “onslaught” 
against the royal family. 
That drew criticism from 
many, including the men- 
tal health charity Mind, 
which said it was disap- 
pointed and concerned 
by Morgan's comments 
on not believing Meghan’'s 
experiences about having 
suicidal thoughts. 

“It’s vital that when people 
reach out for support or 
share their experiences of 
ill mental health that they 
are treated with dignity, 
respect and empathy,” 
the charity said. 

On Tuesday’s episode, 
Morgan stormed off the set 
of the program as weather 
presenter Alex Beresford 
was criticizing his attitude 
toward Meghan. As Mor- 
gan walked away, he said 
“I’m done.” 


ITV, which produces 


“Good Morning Britain,” 
said Tuesday: “Following 
discussions with ITV, Piers 
Morgan has decided now 
is the time to leave ‘Good 
Morning Britain.’ ITV has 
accepted this decision 
and has nothing further to 
Geer 


Morgan was a_ former 


judge on “America’s Got 
Talent,” and in 2011 he re- 


placed Larry King’s prime- 
time slot on CNN with his 
own talk show, which was 
canceled in 2014 after 
poor ratings. He joined 
“Good Morning Britain” in 
2015.) 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 

AP Basketball Writer 

The Los Angeles Lakers 
don't resume their season 
until Friday, a day or two 
later than most clubs, and 
that was a very smart move 
by the NBA schedule-mak- 
ers. 

For the Lakers, and for the 
NBA, these few days are 
critical. 

This is LeBron James’ time to 
recharge. 

Since the NBA’s restart bUb- 
ble that saved last season 
opened last July, no player 
has logged more minutes, 
scored more points, hand- 
ed out more assists, made 
more shots, taken more 
shots or finished off more 
fast breaks than James. 

He doesn’t mind the work- 
load, even though he's 36 
and the fourth-oldest play- 
er fo appear in a game so 
far this season behind only 
Miami's Andre Iguodala, 
Portland’s Carmelo An- 
thony and New Orleans’ JJ 
Redick. And he’s still elite, 
still an MVP candidate, still 
in the eyes of many the 
best player in the world. But 
even the best need rest, 
and that time is now. 

“Is if enough time? 'll 
take any time, obviously,” 
James said. “So, I'll take full 
advantage of the time that 
we have. Is if enough time? 
No, it’s never enough time, 
but we’re not on the side 
of time. I’m not on the side 
of time. I'll take full advan- 
tage of what! have and be 
OK with it.” 

Milwaukee’s Giannis An- 
tetokounmpo is the two- 
time reigning MVP and 
now the reigning All-Star 
MVP, Washington's Bradley 
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Analysis: A few days off are just what LeBron James needs 





Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James smiles during the first half of basketball’s NBA All-Star 
Game in Atlanta, Sunday, March 7, 2021. 


Beal is leading the league 
in scoring, Stephen Curry 
and the Golden State War- 
riors are back in the playoff 
mix, the Utah Jazz have the 
league's best record to this 
point and the Brooklyn Nets 
have added Blake Griffin 
to their Big Three of Kevin 
Durant, James Harden and 
Kyrie Irving. They’re all cre- 
ating buzz. And so are oth- 
ers. But James is still unques- 
tionably the one who car- 
ries the biggest part of the 
NBA flag. His jersey remains 
the most popular in terms 
of sales, the Lakers lead 
the league with 17 national 
television appearances to 
this point and they draw 
the best national ratings. 
People might watch be- 


cause they love him. Peo- 
ple might watch because 
they hate him. Either way, 
people watch. 

Other players — even other 
elite players — do as well. 
“It’s interesting to me how 
LeBron is still in one of the 
best shapes of his life and 
being the best player in the 
world and still be in Year 
18,” Antetokounmpo said. 
“That’s really interesting. | 
want to know how.” 

He’s not kidding. Antetok- 
ounmpo said aft All-Star 
Sunday in Atlanta that he 
wants to pick James’ brain 
and learn whatever the 
four-time MVP is willing to 
share. “He’s been consis- 
tent for 18 years,” Antetok- 
OUNMDpo said. “He's always 
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there. He's always showing 
Up. He’s unbelievable. He 
obviously gets credit but | 
think we've got to give him 
even more credit. Doing 
it for 18 years, guys, that’s 
hard.” There were any num- 
ber of players who weren't 
thrilled with the notion that 
the NBA had an All-Star 
Game during a pandemic 
and during an already jam- 
packed season. But once 
again, it seemed all about 
James — as if he was the 
only one who voiced his 
displeasure. 

NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver didn’t mind. He was 
just thrilled James was part 
of All-Star events. 

“It would be _— incredibly 
hypocritical of me fo say 


to LeBron that you should 
speak out on issues that are 
important to you, but not 
ones when you're critical 
of the league,” Silver said. 
“We're all part of a com- 
munity. | resoect him and 
his point of view. Also, at 
the same time, | appreci- 
ate his professionalism. If 
you had a chance fo see 
him, as captain and gen- 
eral manager of his team, 
proceed with the draft, he 
did it in good humor. He 
took If very seriously.” 
James went fo Atlan- 
ta, played 12 minutes, 
checked out in the middle 
of the second quarter, be- 
came a cheerleader for 
the rest of the night and im- 
oroved to 4-0 as a captain. 
His All-Star break, such 
as it Is, started there. He 
flew home to Los Angeles 
after the game, said he 
was looking forward to a 
couple days with his fam- 
ily, and preparing for what 
comes next. 
“There's no concern for 
e,” James said. “| just try 
to continue to put my body 
in the best condition, to be 
able to endure anything, 
shortened offseason, short- 
ened regular season, short- 
ened All-Star break. It’s all 
about my mind, personally. 
Keeping my mind mentally 
sharo, keeping my mind 
mentally fresh.” 
When the season restarts, 
James will be there. There’s 
half a season left, then the 
playoffs and a title to de- 
fend. These days will be his 
last time to really exhale for 
a while. 
The Lakers need him at his 
best. The NBA would ben- 
efit from that as well.) 





DUBAI, United Arab Emir- 
ates (AP) American 
teen Coco Gauff led a 
day of upsets in the sec- 
ond round of the Dubai 
Championships on. Tues- 
day, when top-seeded Eli- 
na Svitolina lost and Petra 
Kvitova dropped out with 
a hip problem. 

The 16-year-old Gauff 
fought back to defeat 
12th-seeded Marketa Von- 
drousova 3-6, 6-0, 6-4 fo set 





Up a third-round clash with 
Tereza Martincova, who 
upset the fifth-seeded Kiki 
Bertens 6-1, 6-4. 

Svetlana Kuznetsova upset 
two-time champion Svito- 
lina 2-6, 6-4, 6-1, complet- 
ing her comeback win in 
just Under two hours and 
will face Barbora Krejciko- 
va in the third round. The 
Czech defeated Jelena 
Ostapenko 6-3, 6-1. 
Another leenaGger, 


19-year-old Anastasia Po- 
tapova, defeated 1 |th- 
seeded Madison Keys 6-4, 
6-3. 

Kvitova, who defeated 
Garbine Muguruza to win 
the Qatar Open on Satur- 
day, retired Tuesday with 
Jil Teichmann — leading 
6-2, 3-4. Kvitova said she's 
had an adductor prob- 
lem since the semifinal in 
Doha. 

French Open champion 


Coco Gauff leads upsets in Dubai, top-seeded Svitolina loses 


Iga Swiatek eased past 
lucky loser Misaki Doi, 6-2, 
6-4 for a third-round clash 
with Muguruza, who de- 
feated American teen- 
ager Amanda Anisimova, 
6-4, 6-2. 

The second-seeded Karo- 
lina Pliskova had to dig 
hard for a 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-2 
win over Anastasija Sevas- 
tova and the sixth-seeded 
Belinda Bencic also had a 
tough match in beating 


Veronika Kudermetova 
6-4, 5-7, 6-4. Bencic need- 
ed five match points to 
seal her win. 

Elise Mertens defeated 
Shelby Rogers 6-3, 6-3, but 
another American, Jessica 
Pegula, prevailed with a 
6-1, 6-2 win over Kristina 
Mladenovic. 

There were wins, too, for 
Caroline Garcia, Anett 
Kontaveit, Aryna Sabalen- 
ka, and Ons Jabeur.L} 
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Cowboys, QB Prescott finally agree on $160 million contract 


By SCHUYLER DIXON 

AP Pro Football Writer 

The Dallas Cowboys and 
Dak Prescott have finally 
agreed on the richest con- 
tract in club history, two 
years after negotiations first 
started with the star quar- 
terback. 

The team said the agree- 
ment was reached Mon- 
day. It’s a $160 million, four- 
year contract with $126 
million guaranteed and an 
NFL-record $66 million sign- 
ing bonus, according to 
a person with knowledge 
of the deal who spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity be- 
cause details weren't an- 
nounced. 

The deal comes a day be- 
fore a deadline to put the 
franchise tag on Prescott 
for a second straight year 
at a salary cap charge of 
$37.7 million. The new con- 
tract will lower that cap hit. 
Prescott played on a $31.4 
million franchise tag in 2020 
before his season ended 
with a Compound fracture 
and dislocation of his right 
ankle in Week 5. 

At $40 million per season, 
Prescott is second in the 
NFL in annual salary to Kan- 
sas City’s Patrick Mahomes, 
who is at $45 million annual- 
ly in a $450 million, 10-year 
deal that could eventu- 









At 1 


In this Oct. 11, 2020, file photo, Dallas Cowboys sicniaback Dak Prescott throws a pass in the 
first half of an NFL football game against the New York Giants in Arlington, Texas. 


ally exceed $500 million in 
value. Houston's Deshaun 
Watson is third at $39 million 
annually. 

The 27-year-old Prescott 
is the fourth Dallas player 
to get a $100 million con- 
tract after Tony Romo, the 
injured quarterback he re- 
placed and ultimately sent 
into retirement, and two 
teammates in defensive 


end DeMarcus Lawrence 
and receiver Amari Coo- 
per. 

Lawrence was among 
plenty of teammates re- 
acting to the news on so- 
cial media, tweeting, “HE’S 
BAAAAAACCCKKKK,” 
While Prescott’s brother, 
Tad, posted a photo of the 
two hugging after Prescott 
got the call about the deal. 


Associated Press 


Before the gruesome injury 
against the New York GIi- 
ants in October, Prescott 
had started every game 
since the beginning of his 
rookie year after Romo in- 
jured his back during the 
2016 preseason. 

Prescott won NFL Offensive 
Rookie of the Year honors 
while leading the Cowboys 
to the No. | seed in the 
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NFC and two years later 
won his first playoff game 
while reaching his second 
Pro Bowl. Negotiations on 
anew contract started the 
following offseason, when 
Prescott was going into 
the final year of a four-year 
contract that paid him a 
total of about $4 million as 
a fourth-round pick. That in- 
cluded $2 million in the final 
season. 

Prescott got a 1,500% raise 
with his first franchise tag, 
which locked in another 
increase for a second tag 
despite the salary cap go- 
ing down because of the 
NFL’s revenue dip in the 
pandemic. 

With a new contract, the 
Cowboys will get salary 
cap relief they’re expected 
to need with the cap falling 
from $198 million to possibly 
as low as $180 million. The 
cap has risen about $10 
million per season for most 
of the past decade. 

Even before Prescoftt’s in- 
jury, the Cowboys started 
slowly in coach Mike Mc- 
Carthy’s first season last 
year. But Prescott was still 
leading the NFL in yards 
passing for the league’s No. 
1 offense. Those numbers 
plummeted as Dallas lost 
its first four games without 
Prescott, falling to 2-7 on 
the way to a 6-10 finish.) 





Springer, Bauer, Lindor lead list of big names on new teams 





Toronto Blue Jays’ George 
Springer races to third base 
on an infield ground ball 
during the first inning of a 
spring training baseball game 
against the Philadelphia 
Phillies, in Dunedin,  Fla., 
Saturday, March 6, 2021. 
Associated Press 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Sports Writer 
George Springer, Trevor 


Bauer and Francisco Lin- 
dor are wearing blue now. 
Springer received the big- 
gest contract in the offsea- 
son from the Toronto Blue 
Jays. Bauer got the most 
money per season from 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
Lindor was traded to the 
New York Mets in a SIx- 
player deal. The three star 
players headline the list of 
big names on new teams. 
Springer, a three-time All- 
Star outfielder and 2017 
World Series MVP_~ with 
Houston, signed a team- 
record $150 million,  six- 
year contract with the 
Blue Jays in January. He 
joined a roster that in- 
cludes young © sluggers 
Vladimir Guerrero and Bo 
Bichette, plus Cavan Big- 
gio, Teoscar Hernandez 
and Lourdes Gurriel, Jr. “I 


really like the blue. It’s a 
good color,” Springer said 
after his first soring training 
game with Toronto. “It was 
a little weird but I'm over It. 
It’s fun and | enjoy it.” 
Bauer, who won the NL Cy 
Young Award last season 
with Cincinnati, signed a 
$102 million, three-year 
deal with the Dodgers last 
month. The reigning World 
Series champions already 
haGdea pall toi Cy. young 
Award winners in Clayton 
Kershaw and David Price. 
“This uniform is special,” 
Bauer said in a two-min- 
ute video announcing his 
decision to sign with Los 
Angeles. “It's more than 
clothing. It’s a lifestyle.” 
Lindor, a_ four-time All- 
Star shortstop in Cleve- 
land, was traded along 
with right-hander Carlos 


Carrasco to the Mets in 
January for young infield- 
ers Andres Gimenez and 
Amed Rosario, and two 
minor league prospects: 
right-hander Josh Wolf and 
outfielder Isaiah Greene. 
He arrived to spring train- 
ing with his hair dyed blue, 
something he also did dur- 
ing his time with the Indi- 
Gis: 

“You can see that | am 
all blued out,” Lindor said. 
“Everything is blue in my 
life right now — blue and 
orange.” 

Here are five more well- 
known players in different 
places: 

NOLAN ARENADO 

The five-time All-Star third 
baseman was traded from 
Colorado to the St. Louis 
Cardinals for five players. 
Arenado, who won a Gold 


Glove in each of his eight 
seasons with the Rock- 
les, joined a team that 
reached the postseason 
seven times in the past 10 
years. The Cardinals last 
won a World Series in 2011. 
Arenado hit .300 with a 
.937 OPS and averaged 40 
homers and 124 RBIs be- 
tween 2015-19. He led the 
league in homers three 
times in that span. 

BLAKE SNELL 

Ine 2018 AL Cy Young 
Award winner was traded 
from the Tampa Bay Rays 
to the San Diego Padres 
for four players in Decem- 
ber. The left-hander left 
the mound with a 1-0 lead 
in the sixth inning of Game 
6 of the World Series but 
the bulloen blew it and the 
Dodgers clinched the title 
with a 3-1 win.) 








